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Research  
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& Design 

Over 2000 place-based 

projects in 28 countries 

•!Public Space Audits 

•!Community Visioning 

•!Conceptual Designs 

•!Management 
Programs 

Train over 10,000 people 

annually 

•!Streets as Places 

•!Public Markets as 

Economic Development 

•! “How to Turn a Place 

Around”  

•! International Training 

•! 20 publications 

•! 6 videos 

•!Database of 500,000 

images of public 

spaces 

Over 60,000 page 

views daily on pps.org 



Rules for Streets as Places 

!! Plan for community outcomes 

!! Streets are public space 

!! Streets  (and speeds) appropriate to context 



Plan for Community 

Outcomes 

“Transportation is a means for 

accomplishing important goals … 

not an end in itself” 

- Project for Public Spaces 



April, 2007 

PlaNYC 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/home/home.shtml 

PlaNYC was an unprecedented 

effort undertaken by Mayor 

Bloomberg to prepare the city for 

one million more residents, 

strengthen our economy, combat 

climate change, and enhance the 

quality of life for all New Yorkers. 

The Plan brought together over 25 

City agencies to work toward the 

vision of a greener, greater New 

York. Since then, we have made 

significant progress towards our 

long-term goals. 

- City of New York 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/about/about.shtml 



2007 
PlaNYC 

2008 
Sustainable Streets 

Strategic Plan 

Sustainable Streets Index 

World Class Streets 

2009 
Street Design Manual 

Sustainable Streets 

Strategic Plan Update 

Sustainable Streets Index 



April, 2008 

Sustainable Streets Strategic Plan 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/stratplan.shtml 

“This plan lays out a vision for New 

York City of improved mobility, 

safer streets and reduced impact 
on global climate, all resulting in a 

world class quality of life.” 

Safety 

Mobility 

World Class Streets 

Infrastructure 

Greening 

Global Leadership 

Customer Service 



…the Department of Transportation 

has a big job ahead of it – and it 

has my full support 

One of the key elements of PlaNYC, which seeks to manage the 

city’s growth in ways that promote our economy, environment, 

and quality of life, is transportation. …This new strategic plan … 
provides a detailed map that will allow us to achieve those 

initiatives, as well as many others that are critical to providing 

New Yorkers with the first-rate service they deserve. 



Pages from Sustainable Streets, NYC DOT,  



Pages from Sustainable Streets, NYC DOT 



Pages from Sustainable Streets, NYC DOT 



Pages from Sustainable Streets, NYC DOT 



Think of Streets as Public 

Spaces 

“The best cities in the world today approach streets as 

vital public places that foster social and economic 

activity, in addition to their more traditional role as 
corridors for travel.“ 

- NYC DOT, Sustainable Street Strategic Plan 

al 

e 



2008 

World Class Streets, NYC DOT 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/World_Class_Streets_Gehl_08.pdf 



NYC Streets Renaissance 

Campaign, led by 

Transportation Alternatives, 

Project for Public Spaces 

and the Open Planning 

Project launched with an 

exhibit at the Municipal Art 

Society (MAS), Livable 

Streets: A New Vision for 

New York 

2005 - 2006 

NYC Streets Renaissance Campaign Launches 







Times Square 
Photos: New York City Department of Transportation on flickr 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nycstreets/4173690131/in/set-72157622973444484/ 

before after 



May 2006 – June 2007 

Times Square Alliance hired Project for Public Spaces (PPS), from 

May 2006 to June 2007, to better understand and re-imagine how 
Times Square performs as a public space 



May 2009 

Green Light for Midtown Project begins 

(announced by Mayor Bloomberg in January 2009) 

Green Light for Midtown 



January 2010 

Greenlights for Midtown Evaluation Report Released 

February 2010 
Mayor Bloomberg and DOT Commissioner Sadik-Kahn announce 

that changes to be made permanent 



March 2010 

reNEWable Times Square design competition for temporary design is 

announced; search process begins for permanent design team 
July 2010 

temporary design installation begins, design team (lead by Snohetta) for 

the permanent design selected by DDC and DOT 

Photos: NYCDOT Urban Art Program, Special Project :Cool Water, Hot Island by Molly Dilworth  

www.nyc.gov/urbanart , mollydilworth.com/ 



July 2010 

Design team selected for permanent design 

September 2011 
Designs for permanent changes released 





If you plan for cars and traffic… 

… you get more cars and traffic. 



If you plan for people and places… 

… you get more people and places. 



Design for appropriate speeds 





Slow Zone, Claremont, Bronx 



!! pick a location that is 

approximately a quarter square 
mile (around 5 by 5 blocks) in area 

!! pick a location that is primarily 

residential 

!! avoid wide, major streets, 

industrial and major commercial 

areas within the zone 

!! choose strong boundaries, e.g. 

highways, large parks, elevated 

trains, dead ends, major streets 

!! Applicants must provide an 
inventory of relevant institutions 

and transportation facilities within 

the boundaries of the zone 

!! Applications must demonstrate 

local support for the Slow Zone.  

Slow Zone, Claremont, Bronx 
Map: NYCDOT, 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/

slowzones.shtml 



Getting to Complete Streets 

Implementation 

Strategies 
a)! Change in Design 

Standards 

b)! Procedural Changes 

c)! Training and Education 

d)! Performance Measures 

e)! All of the above! 

Enabling factors 
!! Support from the top 

!! Grassroots support and 

action 

!! Cooperation & 

Coordination 

!! Willingness to try new 

things 



May, 2009 

Street Design Manual, NYC DOT 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/streetdesignmanual.shtml 

The Street Design Manual should be used by 

agency staff, design professionals, community 
groups, and other entities involved in the planning 

and design of streets in New York City. The 
policies and guidelines in the Street Design 

Manual should be the foundation of designs for all 

projects that significantly impact public and private 
streets in New York City. NYC DOT will review 

projects for consistency with the manual.   

- Street Design Manual, NYC DOT 



Street Design Manual 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/

about/streetdesignmanual.shtml 

Street Design Policy 
Planning and designing 

streets in accord with 

the goals and principles 

of this section will 

contribute to a 

consistent level of 

quality and functionality 

for New York City’s 

streets. This policy, 

along with the project’s 

planning framework 

(see Chapter 1), should 

be used to resolve 

conflicting priorities for 

limited street space. 



Street Design Manual 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/

about/streetdesignmanual.shtml 
Street Design Manual, NYC DOT 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/streetdesignmanual.shtml 



Street Design Manual, NYC DOT 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/streetdesignmanual.shtml 





the Manual is the product of an 

inter-agency Task Force headed 
by the Department of 

Transportation and joined by the 
Departments of  … 

Design and Construction (DDC),  

City Planning (DCP),  
Environmental Protection (DEP),  

Parks and Recreation (DPR),  
Buildings (DOB),  

the Economic Development 

Corporation (EDC),  
the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission (LPC),  
the Design Commission (DC) 

and  

the Mayor's Office. 

 - NYC DOT 

Agency 

Roles on 

the City 

Streets 

Street Design Manual, NYC DOT 
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/

about/streetdesignmanual.shtml 



You need to know … 

!! Who owns it? 

!! Who is going to pay for it? 

!! Who is going to do (build) it? 

!! Who has to approve it? (this can be a LONG list) 

!! Who is going to maintain (or manage) it? 



Bioswale, Dean Street, Brooklyn 



Bioswale, Dean Street, Brooklyn 

Funds: DEP 

Approves:  DOT, DPR, DEP 

Builds: DPR, DDC, or DEP 

Maintains: DPR 



Broadway, Manhattan 



Schemerhorn St, Brooklyn, NY 



NYC DOT Plaza Program 

DOT 

!! funds the design and 

construction  

!! assists partners in 

developing conceptual 

design, through community 

visioning process 

Non-Profit Partner 

!! Public outreach 

!! Participation in design 

!! Funding plan 

!! Insurance 

!! Maintenance 

!! Programming and events 

NYC DOT Plaza Program: 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/currentproj.shtml#plaza 



New Lots Triangle, Brooklyn. Opened summer 2011 

Photo: Noah Kazis, streetsblog 

http://www.streetsblog.org/2011/11/22/
the-best-is-yet-to-come-at-newly-car-

free-new-lots-triangle/ 

Before 

After 
Photos: NYC DOT http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2011/pr11_99.shtml 



Images: NYC DOT Presentation to CB2 Transportation Committee, June 21,2011, 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/currentproj.shtml#complete 



Images: NYC DOT Presentation to CB2 Transportation Committee, June 21,2011, 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/currentproj.shtml#complete 



Images: NYC DOT Presentation to CB2 Transportation Committee, June 21,2011, 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/currentproj.shtml#complete 



Putnam Plaza, before 
Images: Ben Freid, Streetsblog,  

http://www.streetsblog.org/2011/09/19/eyes-on-the-street-witness-the-birth-of-putnam-plaza/ 



Putnam Plaza, in progress 
Images: Ben Freid, Streetsblog,  

http://www.streetsblog.org/2011/09/19/eyes-on-the-street-witness-the-birth-of-putnam-plaza/ 



Putnam Plaza, after 
Images: NYC DOT 





Summer Streets & Play Streets 
“Temporary street closures like Play Streets and Summer Streets 

engage the nostalgic but reclaimable idea that streets are public 

places where people should live and play. By presenting what is 

possible (and thoroughly enjoyable), the public can begin to imagine 

longer term changes to their local neighborhood streets, and embrace 

the idea that streets are for people, not just for cars. It’s a matter of 

planting the seeds for a culture shift.” 

- Transportation Alternatives 



Summer Streets 









78th Street Play Street 







Steps to a 

Playstreet permit 

5. Send 

complete 

application 
to DOHMH 

6.  Wait for 

NYC DOT 

approval 

4. Visit your 

local  

NYPD precinct 
to get their 

approval 

1. Confirm Street  

Assessment 

Completion 
with DOHMH 

3. Schedule a 

meeting with 
your Community  

Board to get their 

approval 

2. Attend 

a DOHMH  
planning 

meeting  









July 1 – August 31, 2010  

Street closure for the entire summer  

Jackson Heights Green Alliance 

Council Member Dromm 
Queens Community House 

Summer Youth Employment jobs 



Partners: NY Coalition for Play 

A partnership of 

organizations and 
individuals 

committed to 
improving 

opportunities for 

freely chosen, child 
directed, unstructred 

play in the NYC 
metro area.  

Specialize in pop-up 

adventure 
playgrounds. 



Elmhurst Hosp. 

FDNY  

NYPD 

Emergency Route Map  



2011:  

78th Street selected for the DOT plaza program 





Images: NYC DOT Presentation to Manhattan CB8,  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/currentproj.shtml#complete 



9th Ave, Manhattan 

Lower East Side, Manhattan Smith Street, Brooklyn 

Flushing Ave, Brooklyn 



Prospect Park West, Brooklyn Sands Street, Brooklyn 

West Side Highway, Manhattan Queens Boulevard, Queens 



NYC Cycling Map, 2005 

Map source: Hayes A. Lord, Director, Bicycle Program, NYCDOT 

Expanding 

Bicycle 

Infrastructure 



NYC Cycling Map, 2011 

Map source: Hayes A. Lord, Director, Bicycle Program, NYCDOT 

Expanding 

Bicycle 

Infrastructure 



source: Hayes A. Lord, Director, Bicycle Program, NYCDOT 









NYC Bikeshare Announcement 
Photos: New York City Department of Transportation on flickr 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nycstreets/4173690131/in/set-72157622973444484 





Prospect Park West 

Image: NYC DOT 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/prospectparkwest.shtml 

after before 



Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 

Project was requested by the 

community board in order to: 
•!curb speeding,  

•!provide a safe, two-way bike path 
along the park a 

•!reduce sidewalk bike riding 



Results … Success! 

!! Weekday cycling nearly tripled 

!! Weekend cycling doubled 

!! % of cyclists on sidewalk dropped to <5% 

!! Before: 3/4 of cars were speeding, After: 1/5  

!! Traffic volumes remained relatively unchanged 

!! Travel times remained stable 

!! Handles more commuters 

!! Crashes down 16% 

!! Crashes resulting in injury down 63% 

Information source: NYC DOT 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/prospectparkwest.shtml 



… or so we thought 



Prospect Park West 





Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 


